Domestic violence

Domestic violence is a pattern of coercive control that one person exercises over another.
Abusers use physical and sexual violence, threats, emotional and psychological abuse, and
economic deprivation to control their partners and get their way. People who are living
together or merely dating can be in a violent relationship, just as surely as a married couple.
Domestic assault refers to the types of abuse which are criminal in nature. Hitting, choking,
shoving, slapping, biting, burning and kicking are crimes, as is forcing someone to have sex.
Domestic assault is against the law. The following tips can be found in the Survivor’s
Handbook for Battered Women:

e Call 911 for police assistance. When the police arrive, ask them to arrest your partner.
You may wish to speak to the officers alone.

Get support from family and friends. Tell them what has happened.

Move out. Move away. Sometimes it’s the only way to be safe.

Get a restraining order.

Get medical help. Medical records can be important evidence.

Make a safety plan. Determine what to do before, or when, the next attack occurs.

For additional tips or assistance, call the SAFE House at 995.5444.

Indecent exposure

Indecent exposure is a form of sexual exploitation and is an offense more serious than most

people realize. Often the assailant is someone who does this repeatedly in the same location.

The assailant doesn’t typically attack a victim physically but does have the potential to do so.

Safety tips:

e If you are the victim of this type of behavior, draw attention to the assailant by yelling
loudly to alert others around you. Run away if you are fearful of attack.

e If possible, try to gain the best description of the assailant and provide that information to
the police.

e Call 911 for police assistance.

State of Michigan stalking laws

Stalking is a misdemeanor punishable by up to one year in county jail and up to a $1,000
fine, or both. Stalking is defined as two or more separate incidents of non-consenting contact
between stalker and victim. The acts must be willful and be such as would cause a reasonable
person to suffer emotional distress, and to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated, threatened,
harassed or molested.

Aggravated stalking is a felony punishable by up to five years in state prison and up to a
$10,000 fine, or both. Aggravated stalking is defined as a violation of a restraining order,
bail, probation condition and/or a repeated offense. Stalking involves a credible threat of
violence toward victim and/or family.
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Personal protection orders (PPO)

A personal protection order is an order issued by the court to protect you from harassment,
assault, beating, molesting, wounding or stalking by another person. The order can also
prohibit the person from entering your premises and from removing minor children unless
the removal is part of the court-ordered visitation. If you are a victim of spousal abuse, a
former spouse, a person residing or having resided in the same household, a person having a
child in common, or are having or have had a dating relationship, Michigan law provides
extra protection by allowing you to file a personal protection order.

There are two types of personal protection orders. One is issued only after the other person
has been notified that you have filed for a restraining order and after a court hearing has been
held. The other type is issued without notifying the other person and with no court hearing.
This is called an ex parte order. An attorney is not required to obtain a personal protection
order.

To obtain a personal protection order, go to the county clerk’s office or circuit court in the
county where you live and ask for a “do-it-yourself” personal protection packet. The packet
will provide the necessary forms and instructions on how to fill them out. If you are in
immediate danger, ask the court for an ex parte order.

The order goes in to effect as soon as the judge signs it. The county clerk’s office is
responsible for providing a copy of the order to the local police agency so that it can
immediately be entered into the Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN).

Obscene phone calls

Obscene phone calls, a form of sexual exploitation, can be frustrating and victimizing,
because the assailant is both anonymous and difficult to effectively confront. If you receive
an obscene phone call, do not let the caller know you are upset or angry. Hang up or blow a
whistle loudly into the phone as soon as you hear an obscenity, improper question or lack of
response to your initial greeting.

Safety tips:

e If you are a resident of University residence halls, contact the EMU Police (487.1222)
and file a report. If you live off campus, contact the Ypsilanti Police at 483.9510. Tracers
can be put on your phone after a report has been made.

e Change your telephone number.

e If you have an answering machine, disconnect it for a while so that the caller cannot
leave messages. If the caller leaves an obscene message on your tape, save it for the
police to copy. This might help identify the harasser.

e Tell the caller that the police have been notified and that the tracer is on your telephone
and operational.

e Do not use your name on a taped message for your answering machine.

e Do not play “detective.” Do not extend the call trying to figure out who is calling. This is
the type of reaction the caller wants.
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Robbery

The most important thing you can do during a robbery is to prevent, if possible, any violence.
Always assume that the robber is armed, even if you can’t see a weapon, and act accordingly.
The following tips are from a publication entitled Test Your Reactions in the Case of a
Robbery:

Safety tips:

Get it over with quickly. Chances are if you try to stall, the robber will get nervous
and may be more prone to violence.

Do what the robber asks, but do not volunteer to do anything more. Move quickly but
carefully to give the robber exactly what he/she wants.

Do not fight or try any impulsive heroics; the risk is great if the robber is armed.

Do not chase the robber. Stay inside, but try to observe the direction of the robber’s
escape. If the robber has a vehicle, note the type, color and the license plate number if
possible. Also, note whether the robber had any accomplices.

Call 911 on campus immediately.

Additional tips:

Observe as much as you can. The more that you can remember, the more likely it is
that the police will be able to positively identify and apprehend the robber.
Try to remember:

a) Color of hair, eyes and skin

b) Facial features and facial hair

c) Approximate age, height and build

d) Unusual marks, scars, tattoos, speech peculiarities, accents and mannerisms

e) Jewelry and clothing

f) The type of weapon used by the robber

g) Description of vehicle and direction of travel
Close off the area, if possible, and ask witnesses to stay until the police arrive. If they
cannot stay, be sure to get their names, addresses and phone numbers.
Write down all the details of the robbery that you can remember and encourage
witnesses to do so as well. Include a description of all properties and monies taken, if
known, and all statements that were made by the perpetrator(s). Do not discuss the
robbery with anyone until the police arrive; this can lead to confused and inaccurate
information.
Protect potential evidence. If possible, block off the area where the suspect was.
Above all, try not to touch anything.
When you are sure that the robber is gone, step outside to meet with the police. This
way, they will know that the robber has left and you are safe.
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Fire safety

Your worst enemy during a fire is smoke. If you’re surrounded by smoke, get down on the
floor and crawl to safety. Hold your breath and close your eyes if you can. Close doors
behind you as you escape. Always use stairs to escape. Never use an elevator. Here are a few
simple fire safety tips:

Make sure there is a working smoke detector near your sleeping quarters.

Learn the location of fire exits and alarm boxes near you and know the emergency
number for assistance — 911.

Sound the fire alarm if you see smoke or detect a burning odor.

Have a prepared escape plan and know your escape route.

Remember to remain calm.

Use exit stairs. Never use elevators.

Close doors behind you as you escape. In most cases, this will prevent smoke damage
and fire from entering the room you are exiting.

Do not re-enter a fire-damaged building until it has been declared safe.

If you become trapped, seal off cracks around doors and vents with cloth or rugs.
(Soak them in water if possible.)

Shut off fans and air conditioners.

Signal for help from a window. If a campus phone is still operational, call EMU
Police Emergency 911. If you are using a cell phone call 487.1222.

Be calm. Rescue may be only moments away.

False alarm

Activating a fire alarm while knowing that there is not fire is a crime. The guilty party can
receive up to one year in jail and/or a fine of up to $500. False fire alarms waste time, money
and, most importantly, can cost human lives.
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Below is a copy of the Michigan state law.

Act 120, Michigan Public Acts of 1990
STATE OF MICHIGAN
85™ LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 1990

Introduced by Senators J. Hart and Schwartz
ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 254

AN ACT to empower the governing boards of control of public 4-year institutions of higher education
to grant certain powers and authority to their public safety officer; to require those public safety officers to meet
certain standards; and to require institutions of higher education to make certain crime reports.

The People of Michigan enact:

Sec. 1. (1) The governing board of control of a public 4-year institution of higher education created
under Article VIII of the state constitution of 1963 may grant the public safety officers of the institution the
same powers and authority as are granted by law to peace and police officers to enable the public safety officers
to enforce state law and the ordinances and regulations of the institution of higher education. Public safety
officers to whom the powers and authority of peace and police officers are granted under this section shall be
considered peace officers of this state and shall have the authority of police officers provided under the
Michigan Vehicle Code, Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being Sections 257.1 to 257.923 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) The determination by a governing board of control of an institution of higher education whether to
grant the powers and authority described in Subsection (1) to public safety officers of the institution shall be
made the powers and authority described in Subsection (1) to the public safety officers of the institution shall be
made only after the governing board of control has held not less than 2 public hearing regarding that
determination.

(3) The governing board of control of an institution of higher education shall not grant the powers and
authority described in Subsection (1) to the public safety officers of the institution unless, before those powers
and authority are granted, the governing board provides for the establishment of a public safety department
oversight committee. The committee shall be comprised of individuals nominated and elected by the faculty,
students, and staff of the institution. The committee shall include 2 students, 2 members of the faculty, and 2
members of the staff. The committee shall receive and address grievances by persons against the public safety
officers or the public safety department of the institution. The committee may recommend to the institution that
disciplinary measures be taken by the institution against a public safety officer who is found responsible for the
misconduct in the office.

Sec. 2. (1) The jurisdiction of public safety officers to whom the powers and authority of peace and
police officers are granted under Section 1 shall include all property owned or leased by the institution of higher
education of the governing board of control, wherever situated in this state, and this jurisdiction shall extend to
any public right of way traversing or immediately contiguous to the property. The jurisdiction of these public
safety officers may be extended by state law governing peace officers if authorized by the governing board of
control.

(2) This act does not limit the jurisdiction of the state, county, or municipal peace officers.

Sec. 3. Public safety officers to whom the powers and authority of peace and police officers are
granted under Section 1 shall meet the minimum employment standards of the Michigan Law Enforcement
Officers Training Council Act of 1965, Act No. 203 of the Public Acts of 1965, being Sections 28.601 to 28.616
of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Sec. 4. The public safety department of each public 4-year institution of higher education created under
Article VIII of the State Constitution of 1963, whether or not the public safety officers in the public safety
department are granted powers and authority under Section 1(1), shall submit monthly uniform crime reports
pertaining to crimes within the department’s jurisdiction to the department of state police as prescribed in
Section 1 of Act No. 319 of the Public Act of 1968, being Section 28.251 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
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